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November has been a month of practical: archaeology, October had been devoted to 
i ntensive study of pottery, topography, spoiten Arabic, and history, Now it seemed 
advisable to get everyone initiated into practical field work, The site of our 
efforts was Dh iban in Transjordan, Dhiban is the Biblical Dibon (cf.Nu,21:30, 

Is. 15:2, etc.), 6 4 kms,south of Amman. There the famous Moabite Stone was ? 
discovered in 1868 = a monument which records the triumphs of Mesha "the Dibmite", 
king of Moab, over Ahab ef Isracl in the ninth century B,C, 

It was not possible to get UNRWA aid for the seunding at Dhiban, but I’ estimated 
that the cost would not be great and the money well spent, Mr, Harding, Chief Cur~ 
ator of Anitquities for Jordan, was most enthusiastic about the possibilities of 
Dhiban, To show his interest he registered the site in the name of the Jordan 
Gevernment so that the School did not have to pay a cent for the use ef the site, 
Dhiban has long attracted the attention of archaeologists and I am sure that many 
will be interested, and perhaps just a little envious, when they hear that the 
American Schcol has secured the rights to it - for one year at léast, We here feel 
very grateful that the opportunity to examine it h as come to us, 


The excavation caravan set out from Jerusalem’on November 3rd, The truck went 
first, loaded with the heavier camp equipment, It was followed by the station- 
wagon carrying personnel, personal baggage, and instruments. Then came Mr, 
Baramki's car, As everyone was eager to get tot he 'dig', it was difficult to ~- 
decide who should go and who must stay. The first ee consisted of Dr, Pritchard, 
M>, Baramki, Miss Mewry, Dr, i-rten, and mvself, +n addition there was Omar, the 
cook, Emil, the driver, and Benny, the camo assistant, It was decided that the 
station-wagon would return to Jerusalem on Thursday evening, bringing back one or 
two members, and return to Dhiban on Saturday morning with others, In that way 
everyone would get an opportunity to participate, 


We'were pleased to find that the road south of Amman had been asphalted as far as 
Km.49. (Four more kilometers have since been finished so that it is possible to 
travel on asphalt all the way from Jerusalem to Dhiban except for 11 kms, on either 
side’ of the Wady Wala).°The three cars reached’Dhiban at approximately the same 
time, shortly :fter 1 p.m, After a cold lunch, e aten in the grounds of the police 
post, we walked cver near the mound to pick eut a camp site - not an easy matter, 
Wh en one was selected, the numerous spectators who had asSembled were hired to 
clear away the stones which everywhere littered the ground, We enquired how much 
the rent would be for the’use of the ground and the villagers replied that it was 

a gift, And they meant it, for no payment was ever asked, 


We had brought along five tents:‘three for the staff, one large one to serve as a 
combined mess-tcnt and work-room, and another (kindly leancd us by the Museum) to 
serve as a coek-house. hile the tents were being erected, Dr. Pritchard, Mr. 
Baramki and I walked over to the mound to select the exact spot for excavation, We 
knew pretty well what we wanted to do as we had already paid several visits to the 
mound, A wall projects above ground along the east side of the mound, and we 





: ‘ =~ 
decided to sink two shafts alongside its outer face, In this way we hoped to 


learnquickly the various periods of occupation from the debrisand at the same 
time would clear an area which could be used asa dump later when we began work 
inside the wall, Three contiguous squares, 5 m each, were marked out along the 
wall, Our plan was to excavate squares 1 and 3 first, leaving the middle one as 
a means of checking our results from the first tvo, The "shawish"(sergeant,) in 
charge of the police post advertised the fact that we wanted workmen and by six 
otclock next morning men began flocking in, At‘6.15 acm, the excavation of 
Dhiban begzn} At 8,30 we stopped for breakfast, The bargaining over wages then 
began, The discussion waxed louder and louder until finally all the workmen 
walked off the mound and disappeared 6ver the hill, A test of patience and wits 
began, Such a test was inevitable, no matter how much we offered, Finally the im 
local John L, Lewis appeared as spokesman and negotiations were resum.d, The 
others drifted back in twos and threes to listen and’to participate in the argu- 
ment, It was quite clear that everybody wanted work, but the local Jehn L. was 
determined to gct the nighest wage possible for his men, The battle raged till 
eleven o'clock, Finally a barg-in was struck and twenty menwere hired at 25 pias- 


tres per day, this being the rate paid by the government to the workmen engaged 
on the highway, 


After lunch the atmosphere was again disturbed when the son of a neighboring = 
sheikh arrived with some of his tribesmen, He demanded that we fire cur laborer: 
and hire his men, and even threatened to start a riot unless we compl:.cd with hi 
demand, In all these negotiations Mr, Baramki was ou r interpretcr and spokes= 
m2n and it was due to his skill in negotiation that our labor troubles were over 
come, We finally got rid of the sheikh's son, and our men settled down to work, 
They were a ragged but cheerful lot, The majority were natives of Dhiban, a few 
were Bedawin, and thrce or four were refugees from Falestine, The laziest of th« 
lot had the gift of song and this atoned for his other shortcomings, The sound 
of the men singing as they worked was something to be remembered, Every man 
“carried a dagger but fortunately there was no quarrelling, Their meals were 
extremely frugal, How they managed to work on a lunch consisting of’nothing mor: 
than a flap of thin Arab bread was something we could not understand, The Pales 


tinian refugees slept in the open and the nights were cold. We finally procured 
the loan of a tent for them from UNRWA in Amman, 


On the morning of the third day if was discovered that someone had disturbed the 
stones uncovered the previous day, He was evidently hoping to reach the buried 
treasure ahead of us. Anxious to stamp out at the start any meddling with the 
excavation, wwe reported the matter to the police, The shawish appeared, examincd 
the footprints in the pit and, on this evidence, picked up a’ suspect and cursed 
him and all his‘ancestors to the tenth generation, With that, the matter was a6 


allowed to drop, as no serious harm had been done and the men had received a 
warning. 


On Thursday the staff returned to‘Jerusalem - all except Dr, Morton who volun- 
teered to stay and thold the fort,* On Saturday we returned, taking Father 
Murphy ani Mr, Thompson, Ifiss Mowry remained in Jerusalem to study the: sherds 


which had been found, The workmen missed the presencé of Sitt ("Lady"), as the: 
called her, It was she who each morning had called the roll, It was quite a si - 
to see Sitt exercising authority over her squad in Square 3 and shouting comman : 
at them in Arabic, She was really very popular with the men, 


On the Sunday night following our return there was a bit of e xcitement, A thi { 
robbed and stabbed the proprietor of a coffee-shop just above our camp, Pritha:< 
and I were thankful that the thief was not aware that we kept the’ camp money-ba 
in our tent, The shrwish advised us to post an armed night guard, We had had o « 
but Baramki found him curled up among the baskets and had to shout three times 
his car to waken him, so we had to fire hin, 
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Late one afternoon Dr, Pritchard and‘I visited the road camp nearby and watched ’ 


the men preparing their evening meal, Some were mixing up flour with salt and vater, 
rolling it into a thin layer and spreading’this over a convex metal disk placed 
over a fires others had prepared a thicker, round flat cake which they baked in the 
hot ashes, The foreman came out and invited us in for tca, We declined but: prom 
ised to come back the following night. When we returned with our colleagues, we 
were received by our host in his evercoat and pyjamas (doubtless the cleanest 


garments he had with him). H e“had sent all the way into Amman for apples and bana~ 
nas with which vo entertain us, 


At the end of the second week Dr. Morton returned to Jerusalem and Mr, Ogden took 
his place, During this week I was able to spend only one day at Dhiban as matters 

at the School requiréd m y attention, Mr. Baramki also’rcturned to Jorusalem to 
werk on the p ottery, Dr. Pritchard was left in charge, with Mcssrse Murphy, Morton 
Thompson and Ogden to assist him, They were sipposed to pull up stakes on Thurs-’ 
day (Thanksgiving Day) and come homc, but on Wednesday an urgent phone call came, 
stating that they were staying uritil Saturday as they had made an important discove 
ery and wished to follow it up, For the next few deys they worked like beavers andd 
succceded in clarifying miny problems which hed puzzled as, A report of the sounding 
will doubtless appear in the Bulletin. Suffice it to scy nere that the walls and 
tower uncovered are so imposing that I doubt if we shall be able to carry out our 
original intention of using this excavated area as a dump, 


Mr. Harding and Crowm Prince Talal made an appointment to go with us on the 28th to 
see the results of our excavation but hed to cancel the appointment at the last 
minute, Dhiban pramises to be a site of unusual significance. Its oxcavation 
should not only reveal the history and culture of the biblical kinjdom of Moab but 
should give us a cross-section of the whole history of Transjordan, We hope to 
return there in the spring, aftcr the completion of the winter campaign at Herodian 
Jericho, for which we are now preparing. The Jericho campaign will probably require 
all our available funds, That means tict for the resumption of work at Dhiban we 
must rely on the supnort of interestcd friends. We already have a gift of se 
hundred pounds, donated by the Archeological Institute of Australia - a tribute to 
t he intcrest and enthusiasm of our Honorary Fellow, John Thompson, 


Thanksgiving Day was celebrated twice by some members of the School, The men at 
Dhiban marked the day with a dinner of poultry, partridge and pidgeon, shot by Omar 
the cook, The women in Jerusalem decided to postpone the School dinner until the 
men returned. So on Saturday’nicht we celebrated Thanksgiving and the end of the 
Dhiban cxpedition with turkey, pumpkin pie, roasted almonds, Just as we sat down 
to dinner, it was announced that Miss Louise Krause and Miss Ruth Jones of Balti- 
more had arrived. Miss Krause's brother, Dr, Louis A.M.Krause, was medical officer 


with Dr, Albright's South Arabian expedition last winter, We are very happy to 
have them with us, 


On Sunday, the seven people left at the School hired a car and drove’to Nablus after 


church, Dr, McLaughlin of the American Mission in the Faiyun, Egypt, had sent a 
cane to be presented to the Samaritan high priest, so we used that as an excuse for 
the trip, After presenting the cane, we drove to the top of Mt, Gerigim and had a 
picnic lunch, From the’ surmit of this mountain one looks down on the grove in which 
Jacob's Well is located, on Balata (ancient Shechem), and on Sychar, Salem and Nablu 
Almost a dozen villages can be seen from its summit, To the west a light streak on 
the horizon marks the sands of the Mediterranean; to the east rise the blue hills of 
Gilead, Aftcr lunch we strolled along the top of the ridge, looking (unsuccessfally 
for the seven steps by which Adam descended from Paradise when he was driven out, © 
and for any trace of the great stairway which once led up the side of the mountain, 
I am convinced that the top of Mt. Gerizim would amply repsy excavation, Very lift] 
has been done there yet except to clear the site of the Church of the Virgin Mary, 
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A mecting of the Board of Trustces of the Palestine Archaeological Museum 

was held on November 2nd, Dr, Pritchard and I attended, and efherinris we 
entertained the Board to luncheon at the School. M, Serrig rlew duva frém 
eirut for the meeting, Pcre de Vaux was elected chairman of the Board, 

Last Sunday Miss Jasmine Zahren, an A,N, of Columbia, invited all the m embers 
of the School to her home in Ramallah for tea, We had a very enjovaple time 

and met several cther Arabs who were graduates of American universitics. ; 

Earlier in the month Sir Hugh and Lady Dow invited Dr, Privchard, the Baramkis, 

Mrs. Winnett and myself to an As home to meet the British Consul-General for 
Israel, 


Among rece: visitors at the School were Dr, J.A. Huffman and his son, Prof, 
John A. Huffman, President and Vice-Tresident respectively of the Winona Lake 
Jesevh B. Harrimaia of Mount Vernon, N.H. 


School of Theology, and Mr 


The staff and students of the School join in sending Christmas greetings to 
you all at home, 
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F.V.Winnett, Director, 





